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ON IMITATING THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 


When Jesus Christ was upon 
éarth, he went about doing good. 
His life exhibits a perfect pattern 
of religion and virtue, replete 
with the most benevolent acts, 
and entire amid the temptations, 
the threatnings, the provocations, 
and the s¢oargings of his enemies. 
‘* When he was reviled he reviled 
not again ; when he suffered he 
threatened not: but committed 
his cause to him that judgeth 
righteously.” Being the son of 
man, he was subject to the same 
natural infirmities as other men ; 
but in his moral perfections, ‘ he 
was in the form of God, and tho’t 
it not robbery to be equal with 
God ; yet he made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was 
- made in the likeness of man, and 
being found in fashion as a man 
he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the 
déath of the cross,” all which he 
did and suffered for the fallen 
race of man even when “ dead in 
trespasses and sins.” ‘* Great- 
er love hath no man than this that 
a man lay down his life for his 
friend.” But our Savior laid 
down his life for us, while we were 
enemics by wicked works, and 
fufilled the precepts which he 
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taught, in blessing them that curs. 
ed him, in doing good to theni 
that hated him, and in praying 
for them that despitefully used. 
him, and persecuted him. 
_ The precepts of the Mosaic law 
are an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for atooth; buthe, who came 
to “ magnify the law and make 
it honorable,” resisted not evil, 
but gave his back to the smiters, 
and his cheeks to them that pluck« 
ed off the hair.” Unknown by 
the epithets brave, magnanimous, 
he is represented by the sacred 
historians, as meek and lowly, a 
man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief, as mourning over a 
wicked and a perishing world, as 
reproving a febellious and a gain« 
saying people, as teaching the ig. 
norant, instructing the simple, 
and separating to himself * a pes 
culiar people zealous of good 
works,’’ Being without the fear 
of man, he prosecuted his great 
and glerious designs, with un. 
daunted courage, with unwearied 
diligence, and with a constart 
cheerfulness and rerenity of mind. 
In the life of our blessed Lord, 
there are « thousand excellences, 
which the most hardened infidels 
are compelled to approve. He 
blends that force and grandeur ci 
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534 On Imitating the Example of Christ. 


Sentimient, which astoni:hes our 
weak capacities, with that ha- 
manity, clemency, forbéarance 
and tranquility, which fill up the 

measure of pre eminent greatness. 

In abstaining, from hceasiotss 
pleastites, hé was equally free 
irdm ostentatious singularity, ard 
chorlisifsillenuess. In observing 
the rites and ceremonies, of his 
nation, he displayed none.of thas 
bigotry and superstition, which 
were its characteristical traits. In 
relinquis ching the innocent enjoy- 


nents of life, when the great ends’ 


of his embassy required it, he was 
far from imitating the austere and 
tmatural behavior of the stoics. 
When his character was assailed 
by the gross ribaldry, and keen 
inivectives of his enemies, he either 
answered them’with calm reason- 
ing; or neglected: them in meek 
silence. When he opposed the 
deep rooted prejddices of his 
coustrymen, he neither exhibited 
the captious petulance of a dis- 
putant, nor the infuriated zeal of 
an innovator. His sharp reproofs 
of the Scribes and Pharisees were 
the just expressions of his indig- 
uation atthe falsome” hypocrisy 
of these great pretenders to piety 
and devotion; and, indeed, it 1s 
~ warning to the professed tollow- 
ers of Jesus, shewing: them the 
ibhorrence‘and detestation, with 
which ‘the Omniscient Jehovah 
beboids altwho have the * torm 
of godliness, bet denv 1's power.” 
if any? sinister: views’ had been 
the zuide of his actions, or (to 
use his own apposite e*pression. } 
“if he had been of the world” he 
would not have given oifence by 
the unaffected simplicity of his 
manaers, nor by exposing the 
vices and corruptions oi the great. 
But he would rather have court. 
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ed popularity or grasped at do- 
mioion ; he would have conform. 
ed tothe doctrines, the follies, 
and the vices of the world ; and 
avoided those opprobrious epi- 
thets, bitter cursings, and revil- 
ings, which he was obliged con- 
tinually to endure. 

In this venerable and lovely 
pattern of christian imitation, ev- 
ery virtue that can adorn human- 
ity, and every grace that can re- 
commend religion are so blerded: 
as toexcite our admiration, en- 
gage our’ affection’, and merit 
our praises. His words were’ the 
pure and undeviating rules of: 
eternal justice; nor did he boast 
any exclusive privilege or claim 
any invidious exemption from the 
laws which he prescribed. He 
allowed no licentieugnets under. 
the pretence of religion ; nor did 
he deviate from the path of recti- 
tude under the arrogated sanc- 
tien of divine permission. He 
exemplified his precepts by his 
practice, in a literal as well as 
a metaphorical sense, he was eyes 
to the blind and feet to the lame;. 
and “ the blessings of many ready 
to perish came upon him.” His 
oe bea clothed in the sim- 

le livery of nature, without the 
auhies crnaments of abstruse 
speculaticns, sublime mysteries 
or syllogistic subtleties. Thus 
in every period of his history, 
whether welcomed with hosannas, 
or insulted by anathemas, wheth- 
er the object of admiration or of 
ridicule, of love or of persecution, 
whether in the private scenes of 
life or ithe publick occupations 
of his ministry, we still see him 
the inflexible adherer to moral 
rectitude, the unwearied and con- 
Siant promoter of religion and 
happiness ; never sinking below 
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the dignity of his character ; nev- 
er deviating from the strait and 
na‘row way, which he prescribed. 
Triumphing over death and the 
grave, he brought life and-immor. 
tality to light, and when he said 
*¢ it is finished,” there was noth- 
ing deficient, nothing redundant. 
He had-completed the great de- 
sign of his mission, in making an 


expiation for the sins of the. 


world, and in presenting his life 
an eternal memoria!, a full and 
perfect example for all his foilow- 
ers to imitate. 

In the lives of the most pious 
end exemplary christians, there 
are many defects, many failings 
and error:, which evince the frail- 
ty of human nature, and the re- 
mains of sin and corruption, even 
in those hearts, which have been 
partiaily ‘sanctified by the Divine 
Spirit. ‘Tho’ from the nature of 
true religion, we cannot suppose 
that real christians ever do habit- 
ually and wilfully teach doctrines 
which are not contained in the 
sacred oracles, nor, by the irreg- 
ularities of their conduct, inten- 
tionally cast stumbling blocks ia 
the way of the credulous and the 
unwary. Yet, notwithstanding 
the purity of their imtentions, it is 
absolutely necessary, in observing 
their examples, to use the greatest 
prudence, and only imitate that 
part, which we know to be in €X- 
act conformity to the living ruler 
of the gospel. It is natural to 
suppose that the primitive chris- 
tians, particularly the apostles, 
who were personally acquainted 
with our Savior, received the 
living words from his mouth, 
and endued as they were wiih 
wisdom from on high, would be 
as perfect a patiern for imitation 
asman could possibly be, Yet 


(On Imitating the Example of Christ. 


35% 


there was a strife between Paul 
and Barnabas: ‘ And the con- 
tention :ays Luke in the Acts, 
was so sharp between them, that 


they departed asundev, one fiom 


the other :*” And also between 
Paul and Peter, ‘now says St. 
Paul when Peter was come from 
Antioch, [ withstood him to th 

face ; because he wa; to be‘bium- 
ed.” his great Apostle aiso 
testified of himself, that he did 
those things which he allowed 
not ; and again he cries out in 
the anguish of his soul, “ Oh 
wretched manthatlam! who 
shall deliver me from the body 
of this death.” All, even the 
most eminent christians, we fiud, 
are subject to the imperfection 

of human nature. All are liable 
to imbibe prejudices, to cherish 
superstitious actions and to mis- 
construe the plain and simple 
language of the Scriptures; and 
none are exempt from some sud- 
den impulses of passjon, which 
are the fruits of indwelling sin.— 
But we have an example infinite- 
ly more worthy than the most 
eminent saints, even Jetus Christ 
the righteous, the brightness of 
his Father’s glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person. We 
find it is true, many men of fer- 
vent piety and devotion, many 
who have manifested a ready and 
cheerful obedience to the will of 
God, many, whose characters, in 
view of the world, are irreproach- 
able, whose lives have been siz- 
nal for benevolence and charity, 
and who have, to external ap- 
pearances, fulfilled the precepts 
of the law, by dealing justly, 
loving mercy and walking hum. 
bly with their God. But we fing 
none, that have attained to the 
matk of perfection, nune so fe: 
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vent in piety as the great Captain 
of our Salvation: none so ready 
and willing to obey the mandate 
of his Father ; “I come, says he, 
in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, to do thy will, O 
my God ;’?—none so pure and 
innocent, for ‘the was a Lamb 
without spot or blemish ;” none 
#0 sincere, “for guile was not 
found in his mouth ;” none so 
humble, for, though he was the 
eternal Son of God, he took up. 
on himself the form of a servant ; 
none so patient, for “when he 
was reviled,he reviled not again; ”’ 
none, that lived so much above 
the world ; “for the foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests ; butthe Son of Man 
had not where fo lay his head ;” 
none ‘o diligent in doing good, 
for “it was his meat and his 
drink ;” none so condescending, 
“for he pleased not himself ;” 
none so just, rendering to Cesar 
the things which are Cesar’s, and 
to God the things which are 
God’s ;”” none, finally, that ever 
attained to the perfect law of 
righteousness, except Jesus Christ, 
who is the way, the truth, and the 
life, our example, and the author 
of salvation to every one that 
believeth. Now, from the supe- 
rior excellency of his person, fiom 
his titles and attributes, being Je- 
hovah, our Righteousness, Won. 
derful, Counsellor, the Everlast- 
ang Father, Prince of Peace, Mes- 
siah, Savior, Immanuel, may we 
not justly conclude, that every ex- 
ample short of-his. is imperfect, 
that be alone is worthy to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and glory, and honor, and bless- 
ing. 

The various callings, condi- 
sions and capacities of mankind, 
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would seem preclude the postibilis 
ty of any general rules, illustrated 
by particular examples, any code 
of moral obligations, which would 
give directions to all without ex- 
hibiting many manifest defects, 
But he, who brought life and im- 
mortality to light, in the fulness 
of time appeared, and by a life of 
charity, benevolence and affec- 
tion, “hath shown us what is 
good, and what doth the Lord re- 
quire,” what the grossest minds 
cannot misapprehend, and what 
the weakest memories are capa: 
ble of retaining, what are the 
particular duties which devolve 
on the varied relations of life, and 
what will promote our happiness 
here, and secure our felicity in the 
eternal world. Those virtues 
which were inculcated by our 
Savior, will, in no age and in no 
country, lose either their useful- 
ness, their beauty, or their intrin- 
sic excellence. Under every form 
of government, whether free or 
despotic ; under every modifi- 
cation of manners, wheiher bar- 
barous or refined ; in every state 
of knowledge, whether extensive 
or contracted, they furnish man- 
kind with practical! rules, the most 
variegated and harmonious, rules 
cf the most pure and disintezest- 
ed benevolence. ‘They show us 
the,necessity of maintaining that 
composure of spirit, which buoys 
the soul above ail dificulties and 
dangers, and renders it firm and 
unshaken amid the ‘‘clash of fac- 
tion, and the war of elements,” 
or the pangs of dissolving nature. 
“They smooth the rugecdpaths of 
life, warm the icy hand of death, 
and still the dismal horrors of the 
grave.” Yea, they even usher 
the soul into the everlasting pos- 
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session of what “eve hath not 
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seen, ear heard, or entered into 
the heart of man to conceive.” 

In the character of our Savior 
there issuch an assemblage of vir. 
tues the most familiar, and the 
most difficult, such a harmonious 
concurrence of humility, metk.- 
ness, constancy and goodness, 
that the idea of being assimilated 
to his moral image is peculiarly 

ransporting. Lhe allurements 
which he presents to the mind, are 
not the gaudy honors of temporal 
authority, nor the showy splendor 

of sublunary aggrandizement ; 

not the chimerical pleasures of 

sensval gratification, nur the fleet- 

ing enjoyments of youthful vani- 

ty ; nota corruptible crown of 

silver or gold, but-an incorrupti- 

ble crown, which the Lord hath 

reserved for those that love him, 

cternal in the heavens; pure hap- 

piness, which flows from the be- 

atific presence of a reconciled 

God ; spiritual pleasures, and 

endless felicity in the company of 
departed saints; joys unspeaka- 
bie and full of glory, in the fel- 
lowship and communion of the 
Hovy Spirit. ‘These are blessings 
which religion prepares, & which 
can be obtained only by following 
Christ through evil a3 well as 
good report, and by building our 
hopes upon the tried corner stone, 
elect aad precious. If we duly 
consider these things, it will revive 
our expiring hopes, cheer us in 
the gloomy hour of despair, and 
impart both light and heat to our 
cold, languid aad fluctuating 
spiriis. 

Since we are compassed with 
so great acloud of witnes-es, who 
have attested tothe awful and 
glorious realities of the christian 
religion 3 since it is imtrinsically 


excellent, and requires of man no 
3 * 
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more than is his duty and his priv- 
ilege to perform ; since it is a re- 
ligion which the angels desire to 
lock into, and which was sealed 
with the blood of the Son of God, 
who will not :un wth natience 
the race set before him ? Who will 
not deny himeif the pleasures of 
sin for :eason ? Who will not en- 
list under the banners of Jesus, 
and imitate him in ali his imita- 
ble perfections ? Who is so gro3s 
and so grovelling, as to saciifice 
his eternal well being to the mo- 
mentary gratification of his evil 
propensitics, and prefer the tents 
of wickedness to the heuse of his 
God ? Pause, reader, and reflects 
Jest youmeshould fail of so great 
calv atid ! 
P G 
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LETTER TO A SISTER. 


Messrs. Editors, 

Shonid youceem the following ex- 
tract from a letter, worthy of pubiica- 
tion, vou will please to give it a place 
in the Adviser. 


Dear Sister, 


I received your letter forward- 
ed by Mr. D——., and was pleas- 
ed to find it so replete with reti- 
gious thoughts. You observe, 
that since reading the books I sent 
you, the deplorable state of the 
heathen has deeply impressed 
your mind. We can hardly con- 
ceive that any person of feeling 
can reflect on this subject without 
being impressed with its import- 
ance ; and yet, alas! how few go 
contemplate it as to be aroused to 
duty ! 

You think “ christians ought to 
do something for the heathen,” 


‘ ; eee 8 al Tar le ‘ 
and very justly remark, “ that 
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a bare acknowledgment of the ob- 
Jigation will never benefit the 
poor pagans.” You then ask, as 
each of us ought, “ add what can 
Ido?’ Qn this question I will 
make a few remarks. The first 
and great duty, which you have 
to perform for the heathen is to 
pray for them, not simply to 
mention their case in words, or to 
raise a few languid desires for 
them, but to cry with all your 
heart and soul to Almighty God, 
that he would send them the gos. 
peland make it effectual to their 
salvation. ° Think of their igno- 
rancé\and pray God to enlighten 
them ; reflect that theygare lost 
and call on Christ to SD them : 
consider their depravity and sup- 
plicate for them the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit.— 
Pray often, for the removal of the 
difficulties which are now in the 
way of their conversation, and for 
a divine blessing on the exertions, 
which are now making to send 
them the gospel. Think of the 
trials and temptations, to which 
Missionaries and their converts 


are exposed, and implore for them . 


the protection of Almighty God. 

You must also encourage oth- 
ers to pray for them. Remind 
them of the duty. Agree with 
them to set apart certain seasons 
jor the purpose. Seek opportu- 
nities of uniting, with your fe- 
male friends, in social prayer, for 

the heathen. 

But prayers alone are not suf- 
ficient. Little will his supptica- 
tions avail, who will not act, when 
duty calls. Little will hers avail, 
who will not part with needless 
ornaments, to send the scriptures 
to the destitute. As it respects 
external ornaments, Lucinda, = 
wish you to pay just as much at- 
tention to them as you think your 
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duty after reading 1 Tim. 2 9, 
10and 1 Pet. 3 34. You must, 
in your sphere advocate the cause 
of missions. Some boldly ridicule 
it ; some openly oppose; many 
speak well of it ; but do no more 
than say “ be ye warmed and be 
ye filled.” You must obtain an- 
swers for their objections, argu- 
ments to support the cause. 

You may perhaps do good by 
writing, on the subjects in your 
correspondence with others. Per- 
haps your circumstances will ad- 
mit of your giving something, and 
to what better purpose can you 
devote your property? Whenev- 
er we find that time or money has 
been spent unprofitably, we make 
a di:cavery, which may enable us 
to de something for the enlarge- 
ment of Zion. I hope, dear Sis- 
ter, we shall both do all we can 
for the blessed Redeemer. May 
God keep you near thethrone of 
grace. Yours, &c. 


aC, 
—- 


Letter from a minister to a member 
of dts church, who had with- 
drawn from their communion and 


fellowship. 


Dear Sister, 

With this, you will receive the 
doings ofthe Churh, as they re- 
spect you. Nothing that we 
have transacted since I have been 
the pastor of this church, has 
given me more pain. Had it been 
an enemy, I could have born it. 
But it was one with whom we had 
taken sweet counsel together,and 
walked to the house of God in 
company. By this I would not 
have you understand, that I feel 
any doubt respecting the proprie- 
ty of what the Church have done, 
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except it be that we have not 
done enough! believe that the 
nature of the case would admit of 
much stronger expressions than 
we have used. I viewcovenants of 
this nature of more importance, 
perhaps, than many others, I 
look at them in no other light 
than an oath. If you had been 
convicted in a court of justice, of 
giving in false testimony under 
oath, and had perjured yourself, 
you would say that the severest 
censure of the Church ought to 
fall upon you. As to the nature 
ofan oath, I have been unable to 
ste any difference between calling 
on God to witness, that what we 
say respecting past transactions is 
true—and calhng on God to 
witness, to our truth and fi- 
delity in what we promise to do 
tn future. In the one case we 
solemnly appeal to him, that what 
we declare istrue. In the other case 
we solemnly appeal to him, that we 
will be faithful and true to what 
we have promised. To satisfy 
you that a Church covenant is of 
the nature of an oath, I wish you 
to look at Dent. 29; 10, &c ; and 
2, Chron. 15, 8, &c; Neh. 10, 28, 
&c. Perhaps you will say that 
these are Old Testament times. 
Admitit. Ido not point you to 
these passages, to have you attend 
to all the Old J’sttament ceremo- 
nies, but only to show you'thata 
religious covenant with the people 
of God is of the siature of an 
oath, and is an oath that weenter 
into. If weare not required to 
enter into Covenant now as they 
did then, it will not alter the case. 
it we do Covenant, we are as 
much bound now as they were 
then; we asreally call God to 
witness to Gur engagements, as 
they to theirs. And what we 


Covenantisas muchof an oath: 
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taken upon ourselves as theirs 
was—and to be unfaithful to this. 
is as really to break the oath of 
God now as then. { fear that 
you will reply that I say these 
things because you have united 
with another denomination,are 2 
Baptist, and have been into the 
water. But I do not, and I be- 
seech you, not to try to ease 
yourself in this way, by casting 
the blame on others. You are 
sensible your going into the water 
would be no bar in our way to 
your continuing your relation to 
this Church. We Covenanted 
together, to attend to the institu- 
tions of the Gospel, Baptism, and 
the Lord’s supper, and to walk 
together in this sacred relation, 
in all mutual helpfulness; and £ 
trust, that we rejoiced in the 
oath we hadtaken, and swore 
with all our hearts, as much as 
Israel didin the days of Asa, 
2Chren. xv. 15. But, we never 
Covenanted how much water 
should be used in Baptism, wheth- 
er moreor less, If you had 


gone into thewater,and hadnot re-. 


fused to Walk with us,and had not 
withdrawn your fellowship, and 
communion from us, we should 
not have considered your con- 


duct, as violating the oath of 


God. But truce breakers, which 
are Covenant breakers, are by 
the apostle, put in the blackest 
catalogue of sinners. And can 
we say that he meant truce 


breakers in a civil sense only, and’ 


not m a religions sense too ? C2h 
it be euch a great crime ina civil 
sense, and none at all in a reli- 
gions sense ? Ts a person bound 
by his oath of allegiance to the 
State, and net atall by his oath 
to God and the Church? Or 
cana person call God to witness, 
that he will pe:form what he 
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promises, and.afterwards not do 
them and be innocent? Iam 
sensible, that many consider their 
covenant with the Church, as un- 
ly a matter of convenience for 
the time being, and that whenev- 
er it is convenient, and they think 
best, they can break it and be in- 
nocent. They take the oath of 
God uponthem for Consciesice 
sake they say andthen for Con- 
science sake they break it, and 
think themselves clear and inno- 
cent, because it is for consciencé. 
But can they be innocent ? They 
seem to be Consciencious in 
breaking but not keeping the 
oath of God. Thee things 
ought not so to be—We are told 
to vow, and pay unto the Lord 
our vows; and atter vows, to 
make no enquiry. We ought 
to make careful enquiry, beiore 
we make our vow, but when we 
have vowed, we must pay; we 
are nut then allowed to excuse 
ourselves by saying unto the an- 
gel it wasanerror. ‘There are 
by far too many, who take the 
vows of God upon them and 
afrerwards think they have ob- 
tained new light, and that they 
had not made the covenant, as 
they would, if it were to do again; 
and now break the bonds, and 
think it a sufficieut apology, to 
$ay it wasanerror. But this will 
not do in the judgment day ;— 
when you must account with 
that God, you have cailedto 
witness all ycur covenants, 
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promises and oaths. IfI une 
derstand the matter right, you 
have not only sworn, and call- 
ed God .to witness, that you 
would walk together with us in 
this sacred relation; but you 
have likewise sworn, ‘a called 
the same God to witness, that 
you will not perform this yeur 
oath, and will not walk with us, 
nor have any more visible fellow- 
ship, and communion with us.— 
How youcan answer for this, I 
cannot teil, It must be a very 
solemn account that you must 
render for this, to that God who 
has been witness to the whole.— 
Yoa must own that the covenant 
which you entered into with us, 
would not prevent your salvation ; 
that the things you swore to per- 
form were not damnable ;—and 
that the kind of fetlowship you 
have covenanted to maintain with 
us you must maintain in heaven, 
if we, together with you, should 
through rich grace, be admitted 
there. But both these your eov- 
enants, you cannot keep there-— 
that yo will walk, and commune 
with us, and that you will not 

walk, nor commune withus. I 
beseech you in the fear of God,to 
think these things over again, onal 
not be led by any infatuation, thus 
to trifle with sacred things.— 
Pleave to accept this in friendship, 
from one, who regards your 
peace and happiness, ia time and 
clernity. 
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YFHE NATURE AND REALITY OF THE FUTURE MISERY OF THE 
WICKED. 


Tuat God has appointed suf- 
fering, in the world to come, for 
the finally impenitent, is a truth 
plainly declared in his word, and 
confirmed by all the events of 
his providence. What will be 
the nature of that suffering, is an 
inquiry particularly interesting to 
all who are apprehensive of its 
danger, and to all who would be 
moved by the apprehension to 
seek a refuge in the gospel of sal- 
vation. 

From the testimony of divine 
truth, we are authorised to be- 
lieve that the future misery of the 
wicked will consist, both in men- 
tal and bodily suffering, Which 
will be the greatest, or whether, 
in this respect, it will be the 
same in all, we have not sufficient 
light, certainly, to determine. It 
has, generally, been held, that the 
sufferings of the mind will be the 
most severe. A few thoughts 
will be suggested respecting men- 
tal suffering, after which, more 
will be said on the other part of 
future punishment, which, by 
many, atthe present day, is en- 
tirely exphoded. 

The wicked, in the future 
world, will ever see the perfect 
justice of God, in the execution 
of his vengeance. The under. 
standing and the conscience will 
have their full exercise, and be 
able to torm the clearest concep- 
tions of moral truth. ‘The en- 
mity of the heart may be most 
sirong, yet the intellect will be 
active and vigorous, duly estima. 
tiny the nature and claims of di- 


2W 


vine justice, The understanding 
will be fully convinced of the ne- 
céssity of justice in the govern- 
ment of God, that that jusiice 
cannot be maintained without 
punishment, and that the impeni- 
tent children of men are proper 
subjects for the infliction of that. 
punishment. The understand- 
ing will also be convinced that 
there must be something more 
than disciplinary punishment, for 
the proper maintenance of the di- 
vine authority, and the safety of 
the universe; that there must be 
a display of the divine ven- 
geance. In eternity, the con- 
science of the wicked will be fully 
persuaded, that they are the prop- 
er subjects of the execution of 
vindictive justice. In the future 
world, the character of God will 
be vastly better understood, than 
itisnow. By the events of the 
judgment, the long history of 
his dealings with man, durin 
the period of time, will have 
been clearly unfolded, will be 
well understood, and will ever be 
kept in fresh remembrance.— 
The decisions of the judgment 
will also afford an eminent illus- 
tration of the divine character, 
which will be perceived, in the 
cleafest manner, by all intelligent 
beings. With these exhibitions 
of the character and dealings of 
God, the conscience of ali the 
ungodly will be fuily convinced 
of ihe propriety of their suffers 
ings. 

YVhe impenitent, in the future 
worl, will be convinced, not on- 
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ly, of the justice of their con- 
demnat#n and sufferings, but 
that it ig most suitable and wise 
that they should thus suffer, and 
that, inthe infliction of the evil, 
God is most holy and good.— 
They will see that the safety and 
happiness of the universe imperi- 
ously require that the authority 
of God be inviolably maintained. 
They will see it to be necessary 
that God should maintain his 


‘truth, and that this should be 
‘done, not less, in the execution of 


his threatenings, than in the per- 
" ~manees of his promises. That 
purity and reasonableness of 
divine law shonld be perfect- 
) vindicated, which canbe done 
only by infiicting its penaltics 


“upon the incorrigible transgres- 


sors, As the happiness of all ho- 
ly beings is educed from God, 
and the perfection of his glory 
is neceseary to their highest en- 
joyment, ‘he mast vindicate bis 
character from allthe aspersions 
and contempt, which have ever 
been cast upon it by the sons of 
iniquity. For this purpose, he 
must execute his vengeance. — 
And in doing this he will have 
a special regard to the highest 
good of the universe. Thus the 
wicked wiil see and feel that 
God is most holy and good in 
their condemnation, and that, for 
this, his people will forever praise 
him. “Possessed of such a view 
of the divine excellency, Israel 
says on the banks cf the sea, * I 
will sing unto the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed gloriously : the 
horse and his rider hath he 
thrown intothe sea.” To the 
game sentiment the Psalmist res- 
ponds, saying, ** O give thanks 
unto the Lord ;—to him that 
emote Egypt in their first born : 


—to him which smote great 
kings ;—and slew famous: kings ¢ 
for his mercy .endureth for 
ever.” 

The impenitent, in the future 
world, will be fully sensible of 
their perpetual obligation to love 
and serve God. They are ra- 
tional and moral bemg:, capable 
of obedience and love; having 
derived their being from God, 
and received from him many fa- 
vors. They willsee him tobe 
infinitely hely in his whole char- 
acter, and in all his dealings, even 
in the execution of his vindictive 
justice, and, therefore, mosi per 
fectly deserving of the confi- 
dence and attachment of all his 
eteatures. Yet their hearts will 
forever hate him. Their con- 
science will be convinced that 
God does not act asa tyrant, 
that he does not delight in their 
suffering, or in the suffering of 
any of his creatures; that he 
punishes, merely, asu righteous 
and holy governor of the universe 
who cannot suffer wickedness to 
be di:regarded. Yet, with all 
this conviction, they will find 
their hearts ever rising in enmity 
and rage against him, wishing to 
drive him from his throne. 

Ancther striking characteris- 
tic of the future misery of the 
wicked ia,a perpetual reflection 
that all this evil has been bro’t 
upon them by their own obstina- 
cy and folly. ‘they have erjoy- 
ed apace for repentance, have 
been invitedto accept of mercy, 
and warned of the dunger of neg- 
lect. But they refuse to hearken. 
The blessedness of the redeemed 
is ever in their view, all this they 
have lost,—lost by their disobe- 
dience and neelect) They have 
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wone to accuse, their iniquities 
are upon their own head. 

Despair gives an edge to ev- 
ery suffering of the ungodly.— 
Hope is gone. Nota gleam of 
light, of a gladdening prospect, 
relieves the soul. [Eternity is 
before them, and an eternity of 
misery. ‘[hey have no prospect 
of any abatement of divine 
wrath, or of their own enmity, 
or of the acquiescence and prai- 
ses of ail holy beings in their con- 
demnation.—All these sources of 
mental suffering will be extreme. 
We cannot conceive of any thing 
capable of filling the mind with 
more severe sufferings, than those 
sensations which have been men- 
tioned, which must necessarily be 
the final portion of all the im- 
penitent 

But it is necessary for us to 
observe, that these mental suffer- 
ings, great as they may be, will 
not constitute the whole of the fu- 
ture misery of the wicked. Some 
euppose that the mental suffering 
which. will be endured by the im- 
penitent, in the world to come, is 
the exclusive punishment appoint- 
ed of God, while corporal pain 
will be no part of the evil. They 
conceive that mental sufferings 
must be sufficient, and that those 
which must pertain to the body, 
are unsuitable to the condition of 
immortality.. 

‘These sentiments, evidently, 
proceed from a cesire to diminish 
the terrors of future punishment, 
and it is apparent that they have 
that effect. Every speculation 
upon this subject, which tends to 
explain away the simple and man- 
ifest import of the divine declara- 
tions, proceeds from the eame 
caute, and is calculated to pro- 
cuce the same effcct. Ali the 
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ingenious reasoning upon the se- 
verity of mental distress, in refer. 
ence to the future misery of the 
wicked, tends but to quiet the 
fears, and sooth the alarm, which 
the threatened vengeance of God 
is intended to excite. Let the 
most impressive preacher address 
an audience who are acquainted 
with the truths of the guspel, on 
the terrors of future punishment, 
with an express intention te 
increase the apprehension of t 
evil, and deter the wicked fro. 
the danger, keeping everyaidea of 
sensible suffering out of view ‘— 
though the feelings might ' 
cited in a degree, by the ; 
oflanguage, the conscience - d 
evidently be relieved, and the ex- 
isting terrors of divine wrath 
would be materially allayed.-— 
This is no less evident from ob- 
servation and fact, than from the 
nature of the human mind. 
All the various systems and 
sentiments on the subject of uni- 
versal salvation,proceed from one 
cause, a desire to diminish the 
dangers of sin. The sinner is a- 
larmed at the evils which he fears 
will be the consequences of sin ; 
and he is alarmed at nothing else. 
The dithcnor which sin brings up- 
on God, the evils which it tends 
to produce in the universe, ard 
the evil which, by its natural op- 
eration, it must bring upon him- 
self, are subjects of no concern. — 
The execution. of the divine ven- 
geance, the punishment which jus. 
tice will inflict upon the guilty, 
are the only objects which awak- 
es his fears. The sentiment which 
limits the duration of future pun- 
ibment, takes away all alarm 
from the wicked. ‘The advocates 
of this doctrine will say that none 
can be saved without repentance 
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and obedience, that a terrible pun- 
ishment will be inflicted upon the 
wicked, especially upon those 
who are grossly wicked; that 
their punishment may continue 
for ages, or perhaps millions of a- 
ges, according to the righteous 
judgment of God. Yet it will 
terminate, and the subjects will 
be brought to endless blessedness. 
This prospect removes all the con- 
cern, and it is always found that 
those who espouse this sentiment, 
are perfectly at ease in sin, their 
conscig@mce is never disturbed by 
the terrors of the second death. 

Every scheme which has yet 
been devised to remove the ap- 
prehensions of the miseries cf hell, 
as they are most naturally receiv- 
ed from the word ot God, quiets 
the fears and allays the concerns 
of the sinner. He takes new 
encouragement for the indulgence 
of his corruptions, he fixes his af- 
fections on the objects of - the 
world with renewed vigor, he 
feels less and less concern in the 
paths of wickedness. 

That corpcral sufferings will 
constitute an essential part of the 
future punishment of the wicked, 
is evident from the fact of the res- 
urrection.of the body. The doc- 
trine of the general resurrection 
of the d2ad is very clearly taught 
in the holy scriptures. The cb 
ject of a future state of existence 
seems to be a State of retribution. 
In that state of being, the chil- 
dren of men are to be placed ina 
condition of happiness or misery, 
according to the character which 
they ‘shall have formed in the 
present life. If the body is to be 
raised from the grave, and to be 
reunited with the soul, preparato- 
ry to thisstate of retribution, the 


conclusion is obvious that a part, 


at least, of that retribution must 

consist in what will be enjoyed or 

suffered in a corporal manner.— 

The resurrection of the human 

body must be a great work of di- 

vine power, not less than the 
work of its creation. At death, 
“* the dust returns to the earth as 
it was.’”? The body moulders in 
the grave, and is lost in the com- 
mon mass of its kindred earth.— 
This body is to be revived, this 
dust is to be new-created, and 
formed into a perfect human bo- 
dy. So great a work of divine 
power would not be performed 
without animportant object. It 
is performed preparatory to a 
state of retribution. Then for 
that retribution, the existence 
of this body must be necessary. 
If the future sufferings of the 
wicked were to be wholly of a 
mental nature, they might be per- 
fectly end=red by the soul ina 
separate state. All the sufferings 
which the mind can endure, can 
be endured in a state of being 
separate from the body ; for itis 
not affected by death, all its in- 
tellectual and moral powers retain 
their full activity and vigor, and 
perhaps, being unincumbered 
withitsmaterial burden,are great- 
ly purified and strengthened. 
But the wisdom of God has seen 
it to be necessary to appoint a re- 
union of the body-with the soul, 

preparatory to that enjoyment or 
misery which his retributive jus- 
tice will appoint for the deeds of 
the present life. Ifit be thought 
that the human body is of a per- 
ishable nature, incompetent to the 

endurance of eternal sufferings, 
or the enjoyment of endless bles- 
sings, the difficuity is obviated by 
the testimony of divine truth._— 
The human body, in the future 
state, will be incorruptible. Af- 
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ter illustrating the doctrine of the 
resurrection, the apostle observes, 
+s But come will say, how are the 
dead raised up? and with what 
body do they come? Thou fool : 
that which thou sowest is not 
quickened except it die. So also, 
is the resurrection of the dead, it 
is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption : it is sown in dis- 
honor, it is raised in glory : it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; it is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal 
must puton immortality.” God 
can easily form a material body 
for an immortal existence, and 
make it capable of enduring all 
the sufferings which his vindic- 
tive justice may appoint, though 
it may be such as would annihi- 
late the present body in a mo- 
ment. He can give it a capact- 
ty of enjoyment, of bearing such 
communications of his glory for 
ever, as Moses and Elijah, while 
on earth, could never endure. 

It is necessary that the happi- 
ness and misery of man in the tu- 
ture world should be much of a 
corporal nature, as he'is of a mix- 
ed character, composed of body 
and spirit. Separate soul and 
body, and the man does not ex- 
ist. Neither of these,separate from 
the other, makes the man. nor do 
both, unless in union. This is 
thesentiment inculcated by Christ, 
in his reasoning with the Saddu- 
cees. He supposes God could 
net declare himself the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. as 
such ; he couid not be the God 
of those particular persons, after 
they were dead only upon the 
supposition of the resurrection of 
thebody. Whthouta re union of 


souland body, Abraham, and [- 
saac, and Jacob could not exist: 
For a state of retribution, the res- 
urrection of the body is necessary, 
even for those events in the hu- 
man character which* are of the 
most purely moral nature. The 
connection between the body and 
the soul is so intimate, that they 
have a uniform influence upon 
each other, that we cannot pro- 
nounce of any individual moral 
action that it is theactic; of either 
the soul or body, without the in- 
fluence of the other. ‘This being 
the case, body and soul mnst be 
united in order to a state of re*ri- 
bution. God, in the future world, 
“will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds.”? His deeds 
are the deeds of the man in hi3 
compound character, of soul and 
body and union. Ir is then evi- 
dent. that such a punishment, as 
will ju tis Se mflicted upon this 
person {> iaiquities, must be 
such ast: suited to his charaé¢ter, 
consisting both in mental and cor- 
poral suffering. As the body is 
a very important part of the per- 
son, bodily sufferings must constt- 
tute an essential part of the future 
sufferings of the impenitent. 

That the wicked will endure 
great bodily sufferings in the 
world to come, may be Safely 
concluded from the influence of 
such a prospect on the conduet of 
human life. One object, urques:- 
tionably, and a very important 
object of the punishment of sin- 
ners in the world to come; is, by 
having this prospect clearly be- 
fore them, to deter thera from 
the ways of wickedness. and in- 
duce them to turn to Christ the 
Savior, by repentance and obedi- 
ence. For this purpose, the ter- 
rors of the judgment ang eternal 
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death arc most clearly and 
most frequently inculcated, in 
all parts of the sacred scriptures. 
It is well known that a prospect 
of the joys of heaven has very lit- 
tle influenee to dissuade the wick- 
ed from the service of sin. It is 
the prospect and the fear of hell 
which usually excites the solici- 
tude of the sinner, and engages 
his attention to the concerns of 
the greatsalvation. It is equal- 
ly true that those sufferings of the 
wicked, which are of a corporal 
nature, are ihe principal object of 
the apprehension of the transgres- 
sor. It isnot the prospect of 
the condemnations of conscience, 
or the reproaches of fellow suf- 
ferers, or the remembrance of a- 
bused privileges, or the view of 
the happiness of the redeemed, or 
the glory of God in their condem- 
nation, that awaken their solici- 
tude; but it is the torment of un- 
ceasing pain, the anguish of de- 
vouring fire. ‘These awaken an 
alarm ; they produce, ina great- 
er or less degree, a constant 
dread of sin; they excite a so- 
licitude to fly from the wrath to 
come. The Prophets, the Apos- 
tles, and Christ their Lord, ever 
hold up the terrors of the divine 
law to the view of men, those 
terrors particularly which consist 
in the prospect of the corporal 
suTerings of the wicked in the fu- 
ture world, to reclaim them from 
the ways of sin, and induce them 
to escape from eternal death.— 
Some persons, possessing minds 
of a peculiar nature, may be very 
—_ impressed with the pros- 
ect @f severe mental sufferings 
mm the eternal state. But with 
the great portion of the wicked, 
such a prospect has very little ef- 
fect. : 
The truth, that corporal suffer- 
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iugs will make a material part of 
the future punishment of the un- 
godly, is most clearly taught in 
the word of God. To attempt 
to explain away the plain declara- 
tions upon that subject, on the 
supposition that they are made 
merely in accommodation to our 
conceptions, or on any other ine 
genious theory, is taking a liberty 
with the scriptures which goes far 
towards setting aside-their divine 
authority. —If we do not receive 
the testimony of God, in its most 
natural asd simple import, we 
have no standard, we have no 
rule on which we can rely. God 
declares by Moses, “ A fire is 
kindled in mine anger, and shall 
burn unto the lowest hell, and 
shall consume the earth with her 
increase.”? He says of the wick- 
ed, by Isaiah, ‘** For their worm 
shall not die neither shall their 
fire be quenched.” By Daniel, 
he says, *‘ And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, Some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt.”” By Malachi, 
“For behold, the day cometh 
that shall burn as an oven; and 
all the proud, yea, aad all that do 
wickedly, shail be stubble: and 
the day that cometh shall burn 
them up saith the Lord of hosts.’’ 
The prophet Isaiah exclaims, 
“© Who among us shall dwell with 
the devouring fire? who among 
us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings ?”—-Our Lord directs, 
‘‘ Fear notythem which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul; but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and 
body in heil.’’ It is said by the 
Apostle Paul, ** The Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flam- 
ing fire, taking vengeance on 
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them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” ‘The Apos- 
tle Jude assures us that ** Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the cities a- 
bout them are set for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire. The destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah seems to 
have been designed in the wis- 
dom of God, for an impressive 
emblem of the final destruction 
of the impenitent. John, in the 
Apocalypse, saw a representation 
of the future suffering of the 
wicked, and says ** [he smoke of 
their torment ascendeth forever 
and ever.” —We have nothing on 
sacred record that gives us so 
clear an account of the future 
world, as our Savior’s parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus.— 
“ The rich man died and was bu: 
ried ; and in hell he lifted up his 
eyes being in torment—and he 
cried, and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me; and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue ; for I am tormented 
in this flamg’” In the descrip- 
tion which Christ has given of 
the judgment he stays “ Then 
shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire.” 

All these representations of the 
future punishment of the wicked, 
show most clearly that an essen- 
tial part of that punishment will 
consist in bodily sufferings,— 
There is nothing indeed to ex- 
elude the idea, that the impeni- 
tent will be afflicted with the se- 
verest mental distress. All those 
suffermgs of the mind, which 
have been often considered as 
tans the principal part, if not 
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will most certainly exist, and will 
not be abated by the extremest 
bodily sufferings,which are equal. 
ly sure. 

From what has been said on 
this subject, it appears that the 
punishment of évery impenitent 
sinner, in a future state of being 
is most certain. The justice of 
God requires it, the necessity of 
divine government requires it, 
the work and character of Christ 
require it, and God has declared 
repeatedly, and in the most ex- 
press terms, that this shall be 
done. The great hope of the 
wicked for an escape from future 
misery, is in the salvation of 
Christ. But he urges, asa con- 
stant inducement to them to ac- 
cept of his mercy, that the im- 
penitent cannot escape the dam- 
nation of hell. If he be not true, 
there can be no confidence in a- 
ny of his testimony. ‘The future 
punishment of the wicked will be 
eternal. This rests upon the 
same evidence, and is equally 
sure with punishment itself. 

The enquiry, whether there be 
now a hell, prepared for the 
wicked, or how a place can 
be prepared, suited to such a 
mode of punishment as has been 
described, is an unnecessary ‘spec. 
ulation, productive of no profit. 
It is proper for us, however, to 
call cto mind the words of the A- 
postle Peter, who observes that 
‘s The heavens and the: earth 
which are now, by the same word 
are kept im store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgmen: 
and perdition of ungodly men.— 
The day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night: in the 
which the heavens shall pass a- 
way with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent 
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heat, the earth also, and the works 
that are therein shall be burnt 
up.” The heavens, (meaning 
this material system) rushing to- 
gether with a great noise, and be- 
ing set on fire may aseasily be 
made inconsumable, and become 
an eternal fire, as a mortal body 
may be made incorruptibleand e- 
ternal ; and thus become the e- 
ternal habitation of the ungodly. 

If the representation of this im- 
portant doctrine, which has now 
been made,be scriptural, all those 
who are concerned in inculcating 
divine truth ought to be cautious, 
lest by passing by the express dec- 
larations of divine truth, or by 
substituting the fancies of conjec 
ture, they remove or cenceal 
those terrors of divine indigna- 
tion which are designed to 
awaken the stupid, to alarm the 
sinner, and to bring the guilty to 
Christ. —If by a peculiar delicacy 
of feeling these things are left out 
of view, and other threatnings are 
substituted, more congenial t to the 
feelings of the wicked, it becomes 
them to consider whether they do 
not impeach the wisdom of God, 
in the declarations of his truth, 
and whether they do not reglect 
to declare that death to the sin- 
ner which God has denounced a- 
gainsthim. 

Every impenitent sinner should 
reflect, should often reilect, espe- 
cially when enduring severe bod- 
ily pain, ** Who can dwell with 
devouring fire, who can endure 
everlasting burnings ? 








THE DANGER OF LATE REPENT- 
ANCE 
EXTRACTED, 


Above ail, let me caution you, 
net to put o& this great and ne- 


eessary work of repentance, to 
the most unseasonable time of all 
others, the time of sickness and 
death, upon a fond presumption, 
that you can be reconciled to 
God when you please, and exer- 
cise such repentance as will make 
your peace with him at any time.. 

I am heartily afraid, that a ve- 
ry great part of mankind do mis- 
carry upon this confidence, and 
are swallowed up in the gulph of 
eternal perdition, with this plank 
in their arms. The common 
custom is, (and I fear it is too 
common) when the physician has 
given over his patient, then and 
not till then, co send for the min- 
ister, not so much to enquire into 
the man’s condition, and give 
him suitable advice, asto give 
him comfort, and speak peace to 
him at a venture. 

But let me tell you, that here- 
in you put an extreme difficult 
task on us (the ministers of reli- 
gion) in expecting we should 
pour oil and wine into the wound 
before it be searched, and speak 
smooth and comfortable things 
to a man, that is but just brought 
to a sense of the long course of a 
wicked and lewd lite, impeniient- 
ly continued in. 

Alas! what comfort can we 
give to men in such a case ?— 
Weare loth to drive them to des- 
pair; and yet we must not des- 
troy them by presumption ; pity 
and good nature do strongly 
tempt us to make the best of their 
case, and to give them all the lit- 
tle hope, which with any kind of 
reason we can, and God ksaows 
it is but ‘litth we can give to 
such persons upon good ground; 
for it ail depends on the kind and 
sincerity of their repentance, 
which God only | Knows, and we 
cas but guetsat. We can “easily 
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tell them what they ought to 
have. done, and what they should 
do if they live longer, and what 
is the best they can do in these 
straits into which they have bro’t 
themselves,viz. to exercise as deep 
a sense and repentance for their 
sins as possible, and tocry migh- 
tily to God for mercy, in and 
through the merits of our blessed 
Savior. But how far this will 
be available in these circumstan- 
ces we cannot tell; because we 
do not know, whether if the man 
had lived longer, this repentance, 
and these resolutions, which he 
now declares of a better cource, 
would have appeared to be sin- 
cere. | 

_ And after all is done that can 
be done in so short a time, and in 
such circumstances of confusion 
and disorder, as commonly attend 
dying persons, I doubt the result 
of all, will be this: that there is 
much more ground of fear, than 
hope concerning them ; nay, per- 
haps while we are pressing the dy- 
ing sinner to repentance and he is 
dying, he may expire in great 
doubt and perplexity of mind, 
or if 
his eyes be closed with more com- 
fortable hopes of his condition, 
the rext time he opens them a- 
gain, he may find his fearful mis- 
take, like the rich man in the par 
able, who when he was “ in hell, 
lift his eyes being in torment.” 

This is a very dismal and mel- 

ancholy consideration, and com- 
mands all men presently to re- 
pent, and net to, put off the main 
work of their lives to the end of 
them, and the time of sickness and 
old age. Let us not offerupa 
carcass to God, instead of a liv- 


ing and acceptable sacrifice : but: 


et us turn te God, in the « days of 
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our health and strength, “ before 
the evil days come, and the years 
draw nigh, of which we shall say 
we have pleasure in them, before 
the sun and the moon and the 
stars be darkened,” as Solomon 
elegantly expresses ; before all 
the comforts of life be gone, be- 
fore our faculties be all ceased 
and epent, before our understah- 
dings be too weak and our wills 
too strong ; our understandings 
too weak for consideration, and 
our wills too strong to bow. 

Let us not deceive ourselves, 
Heaven isnot an hospital made 
to receive all sick and aged per- 
sons, that can put up but .a faint 
request to be received there: No, 
no, they. are never like to see the 
kingdom of God, who instead of. 
seeking it in the fitst place, make. 
it their last refuge and retreat 3 
and when they find the sentence 
of death upon them, only to a. 
void present execution do bethink 
themselves of getting to heaven, 
and since there isno other reme- 
dy, are contented to petition the 
great king and judge of the world, 
that they may be transported 
thither. 

Upon these considerations, let 
us use no delay in a matter of 
such mighty consequence to our 
eternal happiness. but let the 
counsel which was given the 
prince of Babylon be acceptable 
to us, let us “ break off our sins 
by righteousness, and our iniqui- 
ties by shewing mercy tothe poor; 
if so be it may be the lengthen. 
ing of our tranquility. 


ON VISITINGs 


-It iz to be lamented, that the’ 
xX 


“= 
—~i 


we live in a day when the gospel 
sun shines with such glorious lus. 
tre, yet our hearts are little 
warmed and animated by it !—- 
Proies:ors of the gospel often 
meet anid visit each other, but 
there is little said or done for the 
glory of their Master. The 
cares of the world, the politics of 
the day, or the circumstances of 
the family, form the general top. 
ta8 of conversation; while there 
13 littie time left for those more 
important things that relate to 
God and their immortal scu!s.— 
tA word of advice, therefore, on 
this subject, | hope, will be both 
sea:onable and profitabie. 

In all our social interviews let 
it be remembered, that we should 
lnave each other’s welfare atheart. 
Many visit for the sake of gain- 
ing temporal good instead of im- 
parting what is spiritual ; but ovr 
chief object should be the im- 
provement of the mind. In this 
way a Christian may get good 
and do good ; .but it is painful to 
See, in some professors, nothing 
but levity and noise. Many al- 
ways carry with them a long 
string of foolish and scandalous 
anecdotes. to excite: the laughter 
or malevolence of the compary ; 
while others have nothing to say 
except it be about themselves, 
what they have said, and how 
much they have done !—But 
have Christians no better subjects 
than these to discourse of ? Sure. 
ly, they of all men ought to be 
the most heavenly, the most con- 
sistent, and. the most sublime in 
their conversation. The aston. 
ishing events in providence, and 
the delightful truths of revelation, 
would afford them ample field 
for the most animating and prof- 
itable: conversations, In some 
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companies atext of scripture pros- 
posed for discussion would be 
beneficial ; in others, a plain gos- 
pel truth brought forward and 
improved ; and in most, if not 
all, prayer and praise should be. 
attended to. When visits are 
kept upin this manner, they re- 
semble a little heaven upon earth, 
and are far more profitable than 
the unmeaning chit chat, or that 
desultory taik which so much pre- 
vails when we visit each other. 

Ministers of the go:pel should 
be very circumspect and spiritu- 
al at these times. ‘The- eyes of 
all are upon them, and their lit- 
tle indiscretions are more eatily. 
seen than others. They should, 
therefore, be forward in discours- 
ing on spiritual subjects, and be: 
ministers out of the pulpit as well. 
asin. It is not enough for a min- 
ister to discourse well pubicly,. 
but he should endeavor to com- 
municate instructions when in 
private companies ; and that, not 
only with his lips, but in his cons 
cuct. As the great Dr. Owen. 
observes, “* a pastor’s life should 
be vocal ; for if a man teach up- 
rightly, and walk crookedly,more 
will fall down in the night of his 
life, than be built up.in the day of 
has doctrine.”? 

Parents, when visiting their. 
children, should discover a regard 
for their souls as well as their 
bodies ; should direct them to 
their glorious Parent above, 
should pray with and for them, 
should converse with them about 
the best things and endeavor to 
draw offtheir attention from the- 
world ; this wou!ld be the most 
striking way of shewing affection 
to them, and care for thém. 

Relitions and acqwaittance, 
when they meet, should beware~ 
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-of trifling conversation, especial- 
‘ly of slander and backbiting, so 
-common in the present day.— 
‘They should not talk of the faults 
of any one but to his face. He 
that is always speaking evil of o- 
thers, thinks but ‘little how others 
are talking of him, or, at least, 
what foundation he is Jaying for 
others to do-so. 

Young people would do well 
when visiting, to watch against 
their natural vivacity, to spend 
‘their time in profitable conver‘a- 
tion, and not in idle, frothy talk. 
How delightful is it to see a com- 
pany of young persons joining in 
‘things of a serious nature! flow 
amiable do they then appear, and 
how likely are such to.be-intelli- 
gent, good and happy! How 
‘incumbent is it upon all, ministers 
and people, rich and poor, young 
and old, whenever they meet, to 
consider how much good may be 
done, and how much evil may be 
avoided, by being watchful, spir- 
tual, and circumspect ! 


N.Y. Miss. Mag. 
a 
EXTRACTS FROM LUTHER. 


My litile children, let us not love in 
word or in tongue, but in deed and 

in truth.—1. John iii. 18. 

The Apostle is here speaking 
against! false brethren and hypo- 
critical Christians, who have the 
‘Gospel on their lips asd on their 
tonzues, but are satisfied with the 
. Scum of it only, and allow them- 
selves to think, that to possess the 
Gospel and faith, consists only in 
‘words, anda man’s knowing how 
to prate. And so soon as they 
once belong to the Gospel, they 
‘are the only masters of the sci- 


Latracts from ‘Luther. 
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ence : no one knows so well as 
they to rule and chide ail the 
world and none are so evangeli- 
cal as themselves. But we mags- 
see that all this is the mere shell 
of religion from this that they 
take no care to live according to 
what they say, and to show their 
love so that others may sce that 
they really possess the Gospel 
and are in earnest about it. But 
they seem to go no further than 
this,that they hold,that a man can 
obtain the p:rdon of sin, and be 
‘saved only through faith, and 
that he cannot obtain these bles- 
sings by works. And upon this 
they go on rotten and unsound, 
and will do no works at‘all, bur 
pass every thing under the name 
of faith, and are in fact worse 
characters than before, and live, 
so that the world may justly 
blame them, to say nothing of 


their professing to belong to 
God, 


Hallowed be thy name ; thy kingdom 
come: thy will be done on earth, 
as itis in hea:.n—Matt. vi. 9, 
10. 

When God hears us in these 
‘three first .petitions, he sanctifies 
his Name in us; he sets up in ug 
his kingdom, and implants in us 
that grace which begins to make 
us truly pious. This grace of 
God in the heart immediately en- 
deavors to do the will of God; 
but it finds an obstinate’ and re- 
fractory Adam, against which it 
cries mightily to God, and says, 
Thy will be done! for grare 
feels itself sorely burdened with 
an evil nature. When God hears 
this cry, he comes quickly to the 
aid of the grace he loves, and ade 
vances the kingdom which he has 
begun in the soul, He enters 
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with earnestness ard might into 
the'‘battle against the Old Adam. 
‘He puts upon himevery kind of 
unhappiness ; he breaks off all his 
supports; he anheys and vexes 
and besets him on every side ;— 
that is, he ioflicts on him number- 
less sorrows and crosses. . ‘To this 
end. he employs evil tongues, bad 
and faithless men, and where 
these are not enough, devils, in 
order that our own will may be 
subdued with all its sinful affec- 
tions, and the will of God may be 
done, that gracé may establish its 
kingdom, and the love and fear of 
God alone remain in the heart. 


For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren.—Rom. ix. 3. aa oN 
This noble language implies an 

ardent hunger ‘and an insatiable 

thirst, which do not leave a man 
satisfied though many thousands 
may believe. ‘Such a thirst la- 
bors ard rests not, but leads us to 
say with David, I believe, ‘and 
therefore do I speak. “He who 
feeds such a ‘thirst for the salva- 
tion of his brethren has a certain 
evidence of a well. grounded faith: 
but then nothing is more sure 
than that he must expect the gall 
and the vinegar; that is, ‘calumh- 
ny, disgrace- and persecution on 
account of this holy and impa- 
tient ardor. It cannot be other- 
wise. Where Christ is, there 
must be Judas,’ Pilate, Herod, 

Caiaphas, Annas ; there must be 

the Cross, or it is not the true 


I should be obliged to some of 
your correspondents, who are 








well versed in ecclesiastical mat- 
ters, if they would favor me with 
a solution of the following diff- 
culty :—In the primary charge 
‘of the present Lord Bishop of K- 


‘ly, I find the following observa- 


tions, p. 16; “ Excellent as our 
Liturgy is, we are by no means 
prepared to assert that it may not 
still be capable of improvement : 
but however this may be, no pri- 
vate individual is authorized to 
make the least alteration in it-— 
One person may perhaps think 
that some partieular prayer had 
better be omitted ; another, that 
some lessons might be substituted with 
advantage in the place of those which 
are now directed to be read ; but 
this would be productive of the 
utmost confusion, and entirely de- 
stroy that uniformity which it 18 
sO important to preserve in the 
public service of the church. I 
am persuaded that no clergyman, 
who seriously reflects upon the 
solemn declaration of conformity 
to the Liturgy which he has been 
required to make, will ever think 
himeelf at liberty to depart from 
it in the smallest particular.””—~ 
Now, sir, my difficulty arises from 
that part of the above passage 
which fs in Italics, and which re- 
lates to the changing of the les- 
sons ; for, in the edition of the 
Homilies printed at the Claren- 
don Press at Oxford in the year 
1810, there is-prefixed to ‘ the 
second part,” “ an admonition to 
all ministers ecclesiastical,” in 
which I read the following direc- 
tion; ** And where it may so 
chance, some one or other chap- 
ter of the Old Testament, to fall 
in order to be read upon the Sun- 
days and holydays,which were bet - 
er to be changed with some other of 


the New Testament of more edifica- 
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tion, it shall be well done, to spend 
your time to cansider well of such 
chapters before hand, whereby your 
prudence and diligence in your office 
may appear ; so that your people 
may glorifiy God for you, and be 
the readier to embrace your la- 
bors, to your better commenda- 
tion, to the discharge of your con- 
sciences, and theirown.” There 
certainly then appears to be a 
great difference between this ad- 
monition of the book of Homilies, 
and that of the Bishop of Ely’s 
Charge, upon the subject of chan. 
ging the lessons of our church ser. 
vice. The bishop’s words seem 
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to imply that no such discretion- 
ary power belongs to a clergy- 
man, and that 2 man would be 
highly culpable who should at- 
tempt to make any such change. 
The words of the preface to the 
second part of the Homilies seem 
not only to inferm us that we 
have such a power but even to 
urge us to avail ourselves of it 
far the better edification of our 
flocks.—If any of your intelligent 
correspondents will have the 
goodness to explain this matter 
to me, they will confer a favor 
upon A COUNTRY’ CURATE. 


Cu. On. 
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Seeligious Intelligence. 





BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 


(Concluded from page 352.) 


in February, 1812, Mr. Peter thus 
writes : “1 have the pleasure to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your liberal 
supply of Ooriya versions of the Scrip- 
tures, and you will rejoice with me 
that I have obtained their admittance 
into the very temple of Jugunnat’ha. 
May their blessed light break through 
the intense darkness of this heathen 
land? Ihave distributed them among 
the principal persons belonging to the 
temple, and gave one to one of the 
Purichas, or head ministers of the I- 
dol. ido not conceive it at all diffi- 
cult to make a Hindoo believe with 
the understanding ; but to do so with 
the heart, is of Ged, and not of man, 
and applies as generally to nominal 
Christians as actual unbelievers. Mas 
ny of the tracts I have also distribat- 
ed to the pilgrims whom I met on the 
road to their god.” 

August 4. On the 18th of last 
month Krishna and I went to Poorov- 
ha pota, about two miles from this 


place, and preached Jesus from Ro- 
mans, i. 21, 22 and 23. It being the 
last day of the testival of Jugunna:vha, 
more than a thousand persons were as- 
sembled, and three cars of the god 
were dragged along In the midst of 
this crowd I stood upon a chair and 
preached the everlasting Gospel. The 
people, almost to a man, left the cars, 
and surrounded me, and heard the 
word with attention ; we sung three 
hymns,preached and prayed twice, and 
distributed fifteen Orissa New-Testa- 
ments and Psalms, and many tS.— 
One Ooriya was insulted by htS coun- 
trymen fer receiving a Testament ;— 
their derision, however, made no im- 
pression on him; he received the book, 
and went his way. Mr. B. and sever- 
al-military officers with their ladies 
Were present upon Elephants ; Mr. B. 
sent the day before the festival to en- 
quire whether I wouid preach to the 
QOoriyas on this occasion.” 

Nov.4. ‘ I have the pleasure to in- 
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‘form you, that during the festival of 
Poorga, Krishna and I preached daily 
on the high-ways, at the doors of the 
principal worshipers. The day the 
goddess was consigned to the river, I 
preached on the banks to more than a 
thousand.’ The colonel and his o*fi- 
cers, and Mr. B. were present. A pil- 
grim about 70 years of age, named 
Kishora-dasa, on his jorrney to Jugun- 
nat’ha, heard me, and immediately ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of his 


. wooden Jugunnavha, and his approba- 


tion of the Gospel. He has been with 
us for the last week, and has volunta- 
rily renounced his former connections 
byeating with us. He says that he has 
long been searching for salvation, and 
was advised to visit Jugunnat’ha ; but 
after hearyng the Gospel he gave up 
atireliance on Jugunnat’ha. He is apt 
tolearn. Ihave begun teaching him 
to read Bengalee.” 

The following is one out of several 
instances, which have come to the 
knowledge of the Missionaries, of the 
power of the Gospel, even although the 
individuals had not assumed the pro- 
fession of Christianity. 

‘‘ Brother De Motlo, on his way 
home, one day, saw a poor Hindoo ly- 
ing at the door of a hut, apparently 
dying, and calling loudly on the name 
of the Lord Jesus. On going up to 
the man he said that his relations had 
turned him out of doors, sick as he 
was, because he would not call upon 
Narayuna, Rama, and other gods, but 
would call on Jesus who had died for 
him. He had heard Sebukram preach, 
and had received a tract, which he 
then had with him. This poor perish- 
ing out cast did not long survive the 
cruelty of his relations ; but we hope, 
as another Lazarus, he was conveyed 
by angels into Abraham’s bosom. The 
existence of the cast requires such 
great sacrifices, that it is highly prob- 
abi@@many will be found in that day 
who died in the faith of Jesus, even in 
the houses of the heathen.” 

On the 20:h of November, 1812, the 
number of children in the Benevolent 
Institution was 318 boys and 107 girls ; 
and itis stated,that they were increas- 
ing not only in numbers but in knowl- 
ede. 

From Digah, a central situation be- 
4ween Calcuita and the Upper Proy- 


‘Dc. 


inces, where a Mission has been estak- 
lished, Mr. Moore, one of the Mis- 
sionaries writes .— 

* Our native free-school has about 
forty boys, and I hope soon to increase 
to one huncred. A worthy young 
friend in.the army, who has spent his 
Sabbaths and spare time with us for 
nearly a year past, gave us fifty rupees 
towards a school room, which is now 
building for the native children. You 
would have felt much had you seen 
Vrindavuna yesterday, surrounded by 
the servants of our two triends, W. B. 
and Lieutenant P. and our own pconle, 
and the native scholars, talking to 
them of the difference between his for- 
mer life as a Viragee, and his present 
oneas a Christian, and of the differ. 
ence between Hindooism and Chys- 
tianity. Ilately sent to Seramporean 
account of a religious murder wiiich I 
‘witnessed, and another given me by 
Major K.of a poor woman, whose 
ceurage failed on the funeral pile, 
having been bludgeoned to death by 
her own kindred ; alse of another that 
he took out of the water.” 

*‘ The account of Mr. Moore, relat- 
ed to the drowning of a leper at Fut. 
wa, and is as follows :—* On hearing 
the people belonging to the boat say- 
ing that a man was going to be drown- 
ed, J looked out, anc saw on the bank 
of the river the poor creature without 
fingers or tees, but in other respects 
apparently healthy. He was eating ve- 
ry heartily, and surrounded by several 
;people who appeared to haveconducted 
him to the spot. The bank being high, 
I could not get out of the boat till we 
got a considerable distance from tlie 
place where he sat. AsI was running 
towards the spot, I heard the people 
in the boat call out,’ He is drowned ! 
he isdrowned " His attendants, who 
appeared to be his relations, had assist- 
ed him down the bank of the river ;— 
but whether they pushed him in, or 
whether he went in of his own accord, 
I cannot tell; but the bank was so 
steep that he could not possibly get 
out again. He made great efiorts.at 
first to reach the side, but had he beer 
a good swimmer he could nothave got 
out, the stream was so rapid. I saw 
him struggle much before he sunk to 
rise no more a living man! I endea- 
vored to impress on the peuple who 
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attended him the heinousness of the 
crime they had perpetrated ; but they 
only smiled at my concern, and said 
they bad merely complied with the 
wishes of the deceased, who, they ad- 
ded, had neither hands nor feet,’ 

“ The fallowing is the account of 
Major K..—‘1 have known a woman 
whose courage failed her on the pile, 
bludgeoned by her own dear kindred. 
This I have told the author of * The 
Vindication of the Hindeos.’ I have 
taken a Gentoo out of the Ganges. I 
perceived him at night, and called out 
to the boatmen. ‘§ Sir, he is gone 5— 
he belongs to God’ ‘ Yes, but take 
him up, and God will get him hereaf- 
ter.’ We got him up at the last 

asp. I gave him some brandy, and 
called it physic. ‘OQ,’ sir, my cast is 
gone!’ * No, itis physic.’ ‘ Itis not 
that, sir: my family will never receive 
ite! Tam anoutcast ”?) ‘ What, for 
saving your life ?” ‘ Yes.’ Never mind 
such a family!’ ” 

The following extract ofa letter 
from Dr, Marshinan, dated the 7th of 
February, 1813, concludes this num- 
ber of the Periodical Accouats : 

‘© Brother Lawson makes great pro- 
eress in the language and isa man 
ot an excellent spuit. He is engaged 
in culting a fount of Chinese types for 
a dictionary of the language, &c. The 
word of the Lord seems evidently to 
e¥gow and multiply among us. Near- 
ly seventy have beer added in the past 
year to the church at Serampore and 
Calcutta; and thespirit which seems 
to pervade them is peculiariy pleasing. 
Almost all the brethren at Calcutta 
are endeavoring, in one Way or other, 
to recommend the Gospel to those a- 
round them. This T esteem a precious 
token for good. ‘The native brethren 
at Serampore too, are much stirred up 
to seek the galvation of their country- 
mcn. Nearly every one, capaple of 
speaking, is out on a Lord’s day in 
the neighboring towns and vilages.—- 
This spirit, you'may be certain, we 
encourage to the utmost. Indeed, the 


word is spread over such an extent of 


country, that I sometimes stand still 
and admire the hand of God therein.— 
Nearly 500 have becn baptized in 
these twelve years, and they are spread 
over an extent of mure than 1000 miles 
in lengih,- The extensien, durirg the 
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past year, amidst all our afflictions,- 
has been greater than in any former 

year. Four new stations have been 

occupied, and promise to be effective,.. 
of which we had scarcely any idea at 
the beginning of the year ; viz. Patna, 

Columbo, Chittagong and Bombay. 

** At Patna, Thompson is laboring, 
of whose spirit you can form some idea 
from his journals. At Columbo, bro- 
ther Chater has found an abundant en- 
trance for the word, Ll had an affection« 
ate letter from him about.a fortnight. 
ago. He and sister Chater seem quite 
happy in their work, which rejoices. 
us At Chittagong, about 300 miles 
from us in the east of Bengal, and on 
the borders of the Burman empire,. 
brother De Bruyn is employed. With- 
in three days of his arrival the Catho- 
lic clergyman came to hear him, and 
seeing he had not seats, sent, for 
tire benches out of his church. A few 
days after, a respectable woman there 
brought twenty to hear him, and offer.’ 
ed him a piece of ground on which to 
ereet a pluceof worship, At Bombay, 
brother Carapiet is arrived. Wehave 
received a letter from him, the spirit” 
breathing in which will cheer your 
heart when you get it. Besides the 
situations of our brethren in the army, 
Mahratta, and Java, and the Isle of 
France, there are now fourteen sta- 
tions, and only three of them occupi- 
ed by brethren sent out as Missiona- 
ries from England; namely, Seram- 
pore, Digah, and Columbo. All the 
rest are occupied by men raised up in 
India, as Agra, by Peacock and Macke 
intosh ; Patna, by Thompson; Dina- 
gepore, by Fernandez; Goamalty, by 
De Cruz ; Cutwa, by W. Carey ; Jes- 
sore, by Petruse ; Daca, by Cornish; - 
Chittagong, by De Bruyn ; Orissa, by 
Peter; Rangoon by, F. Carey and 
Kerr ; and Bombay, by Carapiet Cha- 
tor Aratoon. O for the dews of Heav- 
en to water these little hills of Zion ! 
O that the Lord may bless us indeed, 
and enlarge our coast ; that his hand 
may be with us; and that he may 
keep us from evil, that-it may not 
grieve us!’ 

We are much concerned to perceive 
in the pamphlet before us, symptoms 
of a disposition on the part of our In- 
dian Government and its servants to 
harrass the Missionaries and interrupt 
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their labors. We trust, however, 
that, as soon as thé mind of the Brit- 
ish Parliamenton this subject shall be 
‘known ia India, a different tone will 
be given to the proceedings of the 
public functionaries. We are dis- 
posed, also, to hope for much from 
the known liberality of Earl Moira, 
the present Governor-General, and 
from his marked desire to promote 
the diffusion of the Scriptures and of 
general knowledge, as it has been e- 
vinced by the cordial support he was 
accustemed to yield to all institutions 
formed for that object. 

Lord Minto commenced his govern- 
ment in India by interdicting the pub- 
lic preaching of Missionaries (an in- 
terdiction which after a time was re- 
laxed :) he has clesed it by a proceed- 
jag still more arbitrary and vexatious. 

It appears that on the arrival of 
Messrs. Johns and Lawson, who had 
gone out by way of America, previous 
application te the Government hav- 
ing been made on their behalf, 
they were allowed to continue in the 
country till the will of the Directors 
should be known : and on the ground 
of this allowance, Mr. Johns was ap- 
pointed, by the Governor-General in 
Council, Acting gurgeon of Serampore, 
and Mr. Lawson was permitted to re- 
side at the Mission-house, where he as- 
sisted in the improvement of the Chi- 
nese types. 

On the 12th of March the Mission- 
aries received a communication from 
the Public Secretary, in the name of 
the Right Honorable the Governor. 
General in Council, containing a letter 
to Dr. Marshman, requesting him to 
inform Messrs. Johns, Lawson and 
Robinson, that they were ordered to 
teturn to Europe by the fleet thea un- 
der despatch, and a letter addressed 
by the Public Secretary to each of 
them, to the same purport. This was 
succeeded the same day by an order 
from the Police Magistrate at Calcut- 
ta, to each of them, requiring them to 
appear before him the nextday. This 
Mr. Lawson did, accompanied by Dr. 
Marshman ; whenthe Mazgistrate in- 
sisted on Mr- Lawson's signing an en- 
gagement positively to embark on 
board one-of the two ships then under 
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despatch. Dr. M. alledged that they 

had not been made acquainted with 

the order twenty-four hours, and that 

they had not been able as yet to make 

any arrangement respecting either 

themselves or their infant families : 

and, further, that it was their inten. 

tion to make a respectful application 

to Government on the subject ; and 

though they .weuld cheerfully sign a 

promise to comply with the will of 
Government, it yet seemed peculiarly 

hard to compel them to sign an en- 

gageiment, which, when sent in to Go- 

vernment, might tend to lessen the ef. 

fect ofa subsequent application. It 

would make them appear inconsistent, 

to be praying for reliet from an order 

which they had solemnly pledged 

themselves to perform. This, howev- 
er, had no effect on the magiatrate, 
who, on Mr. Lawson’s hesitating to 
sign the engagement, immediately 
committed him to custody, and sent 
him under an escort of Seapoys to prise. 
on, where he continued some hours, 
till, on Dr. M’s. having applied to the 
Public Secretary, an order was imme. 
diately sent to the Police Magistrate 
to release him. He was, however, re- 
quired to appear again beture the Po. 
hice Magistrate, which he did, and 
signed a promise to obey the orders of. 
Government. A similar order was sent 
to. Mr. Johns, which he also signed. 
Mr. Robinson was gone to Javaa few 
days before the order was issued. 

The Missionaries, though with but 
little hope of success, resolved to pe- 
tition the Governor-General. The 
Commissioner of Serampore also un- 
dertook to lay Mr. Johns’ case before, 
his Lordship. It being represented to 
the Governor-General, that Mr Law- 
son had begun a fount of Chinese types, 
wich was not completed, this plea op- 
erated in his favor; but no attention 
was paid tothe applications on the 
part of Mr Julins’. On the contrary, 
an order for his return was perempto- 
rily confirmed, and he was given to 
understand, that ifhe did not immedi- 
ately take his passage, lie would be ap- 
prehended, and carried on board the 
ship. The public Secretary also said, 
that Mr. Robinsoa would be sent home 
from Java. 











